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My mother, Karen Gershon (1923-1993) author and poet, was born in 

Bielefeld, Germany as Kate Loewenthal. Her parents were Selma and Paul (an 

architect) her grandfather Adolf Schoenfeld was the head of the Jewish 

Community in Bielefeld. 



After the Nazis came to power in 

1933 her life was to change 

completely. In 1938, after 

Kristallnacht (the ‘night of 

broken glass’) when many 

synagogues throughout Germany 

were set on fire  and Jews 

attacked, Selma and Paul sent 

their three daughters to England 

on the Kindertransport. 

Karen was 15. 



After the war Karen married Val 

Tripp, they settled in Somerset 

and had four children. 



The invitation to come to Israel came in 1966 

from President Zalman Shazar, who added 

Karen to a delegation of writers after reading 

one of her poems. Two years later the family 

emigrated to Israel. 



Over the years Karen published 13 books, won 

important prizes, and some of her books were 

translated into German. Her books are still used 

to teach about the Holocaust in schools and 

universities in England, Germany & America. 



KAREN GERSHON - PUBLICATION 1923-1993

Poetry

HE RELENTLESS YEAR, New Poets 1959, Eyre & Spottiswoode 1960

SELECTED POEMS, Gollancz 1966

LEGACIES AND ENCOUNTERS, Gollancz 1972

MY DAUGHTERS, MY SISTERS, Gollancz 1975

COMING BACK FROM BABYLON, Gollancz 1979

COLLECTED POEMS, Macmillan, Papermac 1990

GRACE NOTES (with drawings by Stella Tripp), Happy Dragons Press, 2002

Non-Fiction

WE CAME AS CHILDREN, Gollancz 1966 ( republished Macmillan, Papermac 1989)

POSTSCRIPT, Gollancz 1969

A LESSER CHILD, Peter Owen 1993

Fiction:

BURN HELEN, Harvester Press 1980

THE BREAD OF EXILE, Gollancz 1985

THE FIFTH GENERATION, Gollancz 1987

U.S.A.

WE CAME AS CHILDREN, Harcourt Brace & World 

1967

SELECTED POEMS, Harcourt Brace & World 1967

A TEMPERED WIND, Northwestern University Press 

2009

Germany

WIR KAMEN ALS KINDER, Alibaba Verlag 1988

DIE FÜNFTE GENERATION, Alibaba Verlag 1988

DAS UNTERKIND, Rowohlt 1992

“MICH NUR ZU TRÖSTEN BESTIMMT”, Karin 

Fischer, Edition Roter Stein 2000

Awards and Prizes

Arts Council Poetry Award 1967 (SELECTED 

POEMS)

Jewish Chronicle Book of the Year Award 1967 (WE 

CAME AS CHILDREN)

Chaim Greenberg Memorial Prize, U.S.A. 1968 

(SELECTED POEMS)

Documentary Film

STRANGER IN A STRANGE LAND, Channel 4, 1989



A play about Karen 
Gershon

Karen reading from her poems 

Biography of Karen Gershon

The house built by Paul Loewenthal

in Bielefeld

https://www.thejc.com/culture/theatre/karen-s-way-a-kindertransport-life-1.35163
https://soundcloud.com/poems-by-karen-gershon
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/gershon-karen
https://www.facebook.com/notes/meinolf-schumacher/bielefelder-literatur-splitter-12-wilhelm-harms-house-karen-gershon/266718323461697

