
Lectures in Germany 
June 2024 

In June 2024 I travelled to Germany 

following the re-publication of my 

mother’s book A Lesser Child in 

German (Das Unterkind) by 

Lilienfeld Verlag. 

https://lilienfeld-verlag.de/buecher/karen-gershon-das-unterkind/


I met my sister
Stella Tripp
Who came to join 
me from England 

http://www.stellatripp.co.uk/


The first lecture was in Düsseldorf, here with 
the wonderful team from Lilienfeld Verlag and 
my dear friend Dr. Bettina Hoffman





Düsseldorf Here with my dear friends Joe Swan and Dr. Ursula Reuter 



WUPPERTAL UNIVERSITY



Yavneh Center Köln





Bielefeld station (left) from where my mother and her sisters were sent into exile 
(1939) and three years later (1941) their parents were sent to their death. And 
opposite the station the Bielefelder Hof  hotel where my mother stayed in 1963 
when she first went back to Germany, and we stayed in 1924.  



The lovely Tanja Zultz-

Burbank showing us the 

memorial plaque (in 

between the hotel and the 

train station) where our 

grandparents names 

appear on the list of those 

deported to be killed. 



Paul and Selma Loewenthal 





Claudia Barioni and her charming son, 

who live today in the home where our 

mother was born (Rolandstraße 10) 

and graciously received us into their 

home and hosted us with their lovely 

neighbours the Zults family.





The last house the Loewenthal sisters lived in on the Küglerstraße 
before being deported. 



Helga and Gabi are showing us the 
Stolpersteine (stepping stones) for our 
family on the Küglerstraße



Polishing the Stolpersteine (stepping stones) for our family on the Küglerstraße



The Town
“I did not want to feel at home

of what importance was the town

my family were driven from

how could I still have thought it mine

I have four children why should I

expend my love on stones and trees

of what significance are these

to have such power over me

As stones and trees absorb the weather

so these had stored my childhood days

and from a million surfaces

gave back my father and my mother

my presence there was dialogue

how could I have refused to answer

when my crippled childhood broke

from streets and hillsides like a dancer.”

(Gershon 1990, 36).

        Written 29.2.1964.after her visit to Germany in 1963



The Bürger Park my mother loved as a child 



Bielefeld castle and views from the tower



Bielefeld City Library
Over 100 people attended the 
lecture in the Bielefeld library



With dear friends Prof. Dr. Meinolf Schumacher and Walter Scherer in Bielefeld



At our great grandfather's grave in the 
Jewish cemetery 

Monument to the synagogue 

destroyed in 1938



The grave of baby Loewenthal at the Jewish cemetery 



Jöllenbeck where the Karen Gershon 
Platz will be built 
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