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With her first book in Hebrew for adults due
to be published soon, British-born Naomi Shmuel
is continuing her tradition of bridging cultural gaps

¢ By BATSHEVA POMERANTZ

he books of British-born Naomi
Shmuel were the first children’s
hnnl‘(s i‘ Hebrew to introdug

v ves in Ma’aleh
Adumxm, was born in England, the |
youngest of four children. Her mother,
writer and poet Karen Gershon, was
born in Germany and came to England
on the Kmdertransport (see box) ln
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COVER STORY: ISRAEL THROUGH ETHIOPIAN EYES

MIXED SIGNALS

A mother’s book helps
her son understand
his skin color

"So, how do you deal with you
husband?" Naomi Shmuel’s co
worker asked her shortly afte:
she returned to work from he:
honeymoon. "And how do yot
deal with yours?" was Naomi’s
retort, which left the colleagu¢
searching for an answer.
Naomi was born in Englanc
to a family of Eastern Europear
origin. Many Israelis are be:
mused, she says, when they
meet her husband of seven
years, Emanuel, who was born
in a village called Kino in

In her mother’s footsteps *
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One of the gang: A page from Naomi Shmuel's
popular ‘Abba Hum’ children’s book shows her
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The term ‘care (tzpul) of the Ethloplans
is widely used among absorption organ-
izations and in the Israeli media," says EI
len Goldberg, director of Amishav, the
Center for Aid to Ethiopian Immigrants.
"This is patronizing, suggesting they can-
not take care of themselves. With other
immigrant groups, the term used is ‘rela-
tionship (hityahsut) to.” "

The officials’ insensitivity filters down
to other groups and individuals too. For
example, says Hebrew University anthro-
pologist Shalva Weil, the Bnei Akiva reli-

Ethiopia.

<on NDanial and hie

gious youth movement volunteered to
help Ethiopians in mobile homes to clean
in preparation for Passover. "But this is
one of their most important holidays,
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Chief Rabbis defied

From our Correspondent

Jerusalem

Defying the Israeli

Rabbinate, which has ruled that
all Ethiopians in Israel wishing
to marry must first undergo a
symbolic conversion ceremony,
an Israeli rabbi who wishes to
remain anonymous has married

an Ethiopian and an English.

girl, without insisting that the

'In her mother’s footsteps x

I have no doubt that many readers were
intrigued by the photograph on page one last
week of the wedding of an attractive English
girl with long blond tresses and a handsome
Ethiopian immigrant.

Naomi Tripp, now Mrs Shmuel, is herself a

! rather remarkable person. An anthropologist
employed by the Van Leer Foundation to
| work with Ethiopian olim in Beersheva, she is
I'the daughter of the poet Karen Gershon, who
“=wish Chronicle” Literary Award

in 1967 and whose work has often appeared in
the paper.

Karen came to England as a child refugee
from Germany and subsequently spent some
years in Israel before returning to this
country. Her daughter has inherited much of
her mother’s literary talent and has written a
very moving and compassionate book about
her experiences working and living in an
absorption centre for Ethiopian Jews for
which she is anxious to find a publisher.

husband undergo symbolic
conversion.

The bride, Miss Naomi
Tripp, an English-born anthro-
pologist who settled in Israel
more than two years ago, and

Mr Emmanuel Shmuel, 23, and Naomi Trip|

the groom, Mr Emmanuel
Shmuel, who came to Israel two
«years ago, were married about
six weeks ago, but kept the fact
secret until they had received
the marriage documents.

& &4

p, also 23, under the

chupa. The officiating rabbi's face has been blacked out at his

request, to protect his anonymity
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Members of the AOF mission in a school workshop (left) and
Alvin Gray who joined the mission (right) tallss to two

Ethiopian students in one of the ORT Training Centers.




British Olim Publication
By Judy Alexandru
1987

"UNSUNG HEROES”

Many British settlers around the country  goodwill to their fellow citizens while

are quietly and unobtrusively doin making substantial contributions to Israeli
sterling work in their respective fields and  society in the bargain. 'Olim’ highlights
imparting their skills, expertise and the work of six such people:
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Naomi Shmuel

Twenty-five-year—old Naomi Shmuel (nee Tripp), from Somerset, has spent the last four years
helping Ethiopian immigrants settle down to their new life style in Israel. Naomi, who studied
Anthropology at London University, worked as a ‘Madricha Hevrati’ (youth leader) with a group of
young Ethiopians who had arrived in Israel without their parents, in Kiriat Gat. Such were the
problems of adjustment for the youngsters she soon became a ‘surrogate’ social worker and
counsellor, plus friend and confidante to the group.

"| got very attached to them,” she says. “"The Ethiopians are a very friendly, sensitive and quiet
people, in total contrast to the Israeli push, shove and scream — which makes it harder for the
Ethiopians to adjust to life here. They needed help to understand that, when they were being
messed around, it wasn’t because they were black or Ethiopian — it's the same for everyone.”

During her time with the group, Naomi studied Amharic, the native tongue of the Ethiopians.
She also met her future husband, Emmanuel, who arrived in Israel in 1983.

Later, she went to Ashkelon to work for Operation Moses — the major airlift operation of
Ethiopian refugees to Israel which started at the end of 1984 — "“a touching and emotional
experience, sometimes very happy as new arrivals met up with relatives, and, at other times, sad
as people found out that close ones had not survived,” she recalls.

Soon after, Naomi travelled to Ethiopia, to try to meet Emmanuel’s family and relatives of other
members of the Kiriat Gat group. On her return she joined the Van Leer Institute in Beersheba, to
lay the groundwork for the Beta Yisrael community project for Ethiopian children. Most recently,
she ran a Parent Co—operative Play Group in Beersheba.

Naomi and Emmanuel moved to Jerusalem in August with their one-year—old son Daniel.

Reports compiled by Judy Alexandru.
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JUST FOR A moment, take a walk
in their sandals. Picture hiking from,
your ancestral home. for weeks to

reach a national border in the hope Jerusalem Post maga
of gaining entrance to a promised _

land. Sense the fear of being spotted 1.22.1988

by policemen or soldiers, and the

panic of almost-certain torture if

you are caught. Feel the pangs of v :

hunger as you and your brethren :

Sudan, some 7,000 Jews made it to

Israel before ‘“‘Operation Moses”: L]
was exposed and terminated three

years ago this month. The Jews ar- s r a e a m I
riving by way of this operation,

which lasted barely two months,

joined roughly 7,000 other Ethiopi-
(Right) Avraham Bayaynah.

march toward death, imprisonment
— or salvation.

After a hellish trek along the
highways and through the prisons j

and refugee camps of Ethiopia and

- ans who had previously made their
way on their own or had been spirit-
ed out by the Mossad.

If it were a movie, the story would
end on an upbeat note, as the Ethio-
pians touched down at Ben-Gurion
International Airport. The lush
soundtrack would be turned up, re-
union scenes would be shown, eyes
would grow moist. Then the credits
would flash on the screen and the
house lights would go up.

BUT THIS ISN'T cinema. And for
all its vigour, modern-day Israel is a
very hard-edged Promised Land.
The Ethiopians arrived without
money, without Hebrew, without
marketable skills. Their traditional
jobs were as weavers, potters,
blacksmiths and farmers. A relative-
ly primitive, agrarian people, they
left a country where they were
known as' Falashas, or strangers,
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